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their sacrifice and readiness to forgive as far nobler than
men. He is a realist but, as with other Spaniards, his
realism is tinged with romance arid local colour. His
plays are often loosely constructed and some of them read
better than they act. For long he was little known out-
side Spain. The award of the Xobel Prize for Literature
in 1922 made him an international figure.

The Sicilian, Luigi Pirandello, (1867-1936) took to the
drama comparatively late in life, having previously written
numerous novels and short stories. His outlook is
pessimistic, his plays largely philosophic, his work often
extremely obscure. He maintains that there is a great
difference between what we ought to be, what other
people think of us, and what we actually are, of which last
we are usually ignorant.

In some of his plays, The Pleasure of Honesty, All for
the Best and Grafting, he is concerned with showing how
little the actual biological paternity of a child really
matters in human relationships. In Cap and          and

Say it with Flowers this idea is presented in a more cynical
and unpleasant manner. One may agree or not, but at
least one can be certain of what he is driving at. This
does not apply, unhappily, to some of his other plays.

Right you are (If you think So) implies that truth is
relative and depends upon the individual mind, The
plot hinges upon whether certain people, whose family
records have been destroyed in an earthquake, are giving
a true account of their identity or whether one or other
of them is insane. Comment is supplied by a character
who is amused at the tendency to pry into other people's
affairs and sceptical of the belief that absolute truth caa
ever be known. Finally, he remarks ironically : 4 Well,
and there, my friends, you have the truth, but are you
satisfied ? ' "At which the curtain prudently but unfairly
comes down, before the spectators have a chance to
answer!

The most famous of Pirandello1 s works is Six Characters